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TAO DUNG MQT TO AM TRONG BAO

- LAU THI TA CO THE KHANG DINH “CA
NGOI NHA CUA CHUNG TOI LA MOT TAM

1" GUONG SOI CUOC SONG VA DPAM ME CUA
: CHUNG TOI", HUONG HO PAY LAI LA NHA

THUE, O MOT NOI MA TA DEN VI CONG

VIEC VA CUNG CHI CHUA DEN 5 NAM?

| | Bai: POAN LOAN - Anh: HAI DONG

1. Toan cdnh phong khdch

2. Nit chi nhdn ngoi nha bén
buic tranh Saigon Landscape
cua hoa si Ha Manh Thdng.

1. The guest room of the
house where Erika Born and

her husband, Peter, live.

2. Erika Born by the painting
Saigon Landscape, a work by
Ha Manh Thang.




> Stic hiit ctia ngoi nha nay khong
chi 6 m6i mon do trong méi goc

nha véi nhiing cau chuyén lich st cia
n6, ma con la sy mé hodc ctia nhiéu
dién mao noi thdt trong mot ngoi biét
thu ctl sau moi lan duoc chu nhan
sap xép, bai tri lai bang cdc tdc phdm
nghé thuat duong dai Viét Nam. Sau
5nam 6 Sai Gon, niém dam mé suu
tam tranh anh, d6 noi thdt khong chi
khién cho bo suu tap cua gia dinh
day lén ma con tao nén nhung cau
chuyén gan lién véi cudc séng cua ho:
Cau chuyén vé tinh yéu ma ho danh
cho my thuat duong dai Viét Nam.

CAU CHUYEN DIEN CAM BEN DUGI LGP GIAY VE
Truédce khi dén Viét Nam, buc tranh
Viét Nam duy nhdt ma Peter va Erika

Born ¢6 duoc 1a The Queen in Red cua
Bui Hitu Hung - mot loai tranh décor
duoc khach nudc ngoai ua chuéng. o
la ndm 2001, Peter va Erika hoan toan
chua c6 thong tin gi ve nghé thuat
duong dai Viet Nam cho dén khi ho
dung trude mot gallery 6 Ha Noi vao
nam 2006: “T4t ca cac buc tranh lam
toi cam thdy that tot biét bao néu toi
duogc nhin ching moéi ngay, va bay gio
thi chiing da that su trg thanh thanh
vién cua gia dinh toi”.

Khi quyét dinh chon mot buc tranh
Peter thuong nghi dén tinh “nghe
thuat”, nhung Erika thi theo cam tinh:
Thich hay khong thich, rung dong hay
khong rung dong. Ba thich hoi hoa
duong dai chi don gian vi ng thé hién
guong mat cia con nguoi duong thoi

va noi cau chuyén vé con nguoi duong
thoi dang sau guong mat d6. Nhing
cau chuyén dn bén dudi 16p gidy ve va
16p gidy vé ¢ bén dudi con nguoi ma né
thé hién. D6 la Iy do ma ba thich biic
chan dung tu hoa Will go cia Duong
Thuy Duong. Will go that su cham dén
tam hon ba moéi khi nhin thdy né. Cuoc
s6ng khong mai mai, ching ta déu phai
ra di, tu nhién nhu khi sinh ra. Mot
diéu binh thuong trong cudc séng duoc
Duong Thuy Duong thé hién that dep
va that dién cam. “Tranh cua Duong
rat dién cam, va nhiing buic ma toi suu
tam la nhiing biic lam toi xuic dong
theo nhiéu cach”. Vi buc tranh nay ma
ba quyét dinh déi mau tudong phong
sinh hoat thanh mau tim ca dé lam néi
bat d6i moi nia miéng cia nt hoa si.

Nhiing biic tranh la mot phadn cua cudc song ciing
nhut linh hon ngoi nha. Chiing téi hiéu Viét Nam nhiéu
hon moi ngay qua "doi mat” cua cdc hoa si Viét Nam.
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After five years of living in
Saigon, a foreign couple
has turned their house into
a kind of “gallery” of
modern Vietnamese art.

Erika Born, an expert in
interior design, and Peter,
her husband, have a great love
for the arts. Their hobby is

to collect artwork, especially
modern Vietnamese paintings.

In 2001, before setting
foot in Vietnam, Erika and
her husband had only one
Vietnamese painting, The
Queen in Red by Bui Huu
Hung, a sort of decorative
painting favored by
foreigners. At that time,
they knew nothing about
Vietnamese modern art, but
things changed when they
visited an art gallery in Hanoi
in 2006. “All the paintings
made me feel so good, as if
| could see them every day,”
said Erika. “Now they have
actually become members of
our family.”

If Peter usually thinks
of the artistic value when
deciding which painting
to buy, Erika chooses by
her feelings. Erika said she
likes modern paintings
because they show the face
of humanity and tell stories
about the humans behind
that face. That’s why she likes
the self-portrait Will go by
Duong Thuy Duong. She says
the picture touches her soul
every time she sees it. The
idea that life is not everlasting
and people must depart as
naturally as when they come
to this world is beautifully
expressed through the
picture, she says. “Duong’s
paintings are so expressive,
and those | collect are those
that moved me in different p




3. Hanh lang tang 1 vdi

bo tranh tu hoa 80% cia
hoa si Duong Thity Duong,
biic Bong bao (Pham Huy
Thong) va Red Face (Ha
Manh Thdng).

4. Tdc phdm sdp ddt
Sitting on Nothing cia
Bui Cong Khdnh.

3. The first floor's corridor
with self-portraits 80% by
Duong Thuy Duong, the
paintings Dong bao by
Pham Huy Thong and Red
Face by Ha Manh Thang.
4. Sitting on Nothing, an
installation work by Bui
Cong Khanh

> NGOI NHA CUA MY THUAT VA XEP DAT NOI THAT
Moi khi dem thém vé nha mot buc tranh mai la méi lan Erika
lai m4t ngi. Ba mudn khi mét bic tranh mdi vao, can phong
trong phai khdc hoan toan. N6 phai cho thdy mot tam trang
moéi, mot khong khi méi. Va cong viéc dy di vao nhing gide mo.

Ba déi phong khach mau cam, phong an mau vang - nhing
gam mau yéu thich - thanh xdm nhat, xdm dam, xi mang...
chi nham mot muc dich: dé cac buc tranh néi bat trong khong
gian cta chung. V6i Erika, mau sdc la cong cu quan trong tao
nén tinh cdch can phong: “Véi ngoi nha nay thi né phaila mau
manh”. Nhing biic tuong chuyén tix tong manh nay sang gam
manh khac, dong thoi dnh sang duoc sap xép lai dé ton nhiing
mang mau manh trong cdc buc tranh. Vi vay, 3 chiéc dén chum
phalé da thay nhau ra di trong phong khach nha nay.

Toan b¢ khu vuc hanh lang cau thang ndi tu tang trét lén
tang 1 cho thdy chu nhan la mot gia dinh dam mé hoi hoa
duong dai Viet Nam, dat biét la cam tinh danh cho 2 hoa si:
Duong Thuy Duong va Ha Manh Thang. Ngay tir sinh dén da
tao thién cam vé mot xép dat géc ngodi nhe nhang trong khong
gian xam nhat, v6i buc Cdu Long Bién ciia Ha Manh Théng
(2004) bén chiéc td com- mét cd va bo ghé cling phong céch.
O biic tuong d6i dién la buic Stillness (hoa si Ly Hing Anh) va
chan dung tu hoa Lost cia Duong Thuy Duong. Tt day nhin
thang vao 10 sudi gid ¢ phong khach 14 Ohne Namen (buc chan
dung nam trong bo tranh One Day dugc Duong Thiy Duong
gi¢i thiéu nam 2007). Bén phai, bic Entertainment day mau
sac cua Nguyén Van H6 tuong phan manh vdéi chiéc dan duong
cam den bong, con bén trai la mot xép dat véi buc Not Memory
s 3 (hoa si Ha Manh Thang - nam 2010) ndi bat trén chiéc ti
com-mdt son mai bac dat gitta bo ghé tua phti vai gdm An mau
cam dnh xdm.

Bo tranh khé 16n Choi vdi biip bé (Das Spiel mit der Puppe -
2006) ctiia Duong Thuy Duong tuy chiém tron mang tuong cudi
phong nhung vin duoc can nhéc chu ddo ve tilé voi chiéc ban
console son mai va bo ghé palm chair (do Raseel Gujral thiét
ké). Hai chiéc palm chair con lai duoc st dung cho géc choi co

ways,” she said. She decided
to change the color of her
living room walls into mauve
just to accommodate the
painting. She said having the
walls that color brought out
the color of the painter’s lips.

FINE ART AND FURNITURE
Whenever she brings home

a new painting, Erika cannot
sleep well. She wants the room
to look completely different
when it receives a new picture.
It must show a new feeling,

a new atmosphere, she says.
And the work of deciding on
how to create that atmosphere
invades her dreams.

Erika changed the orange
and yellow — her favorite
colors — of the guest room
and the dining room into slight
gray and dark gray to make the
paintings on the walls stand
out more. For her, colors are
an important tool to create
the identity of each room.
“With this house, they must be
strong colors,” she said.

She has rearranged
lights and even moved three
crystal chandeliers to make
her paintings look better.
The corridor of the staircase
connecting the ground and
first floors is adorned with the
work of Duong Thuy Duong
and Ha Manh Thang. In the
grayish space of the pavilion,



the Cau Long Bien (Long Bien
Bridge) by Ha Manh Thang
(drawn in 2004) hangs beside
an ancient commode and a
set of chairs. On the opposite
wall is Stillness by Ly Hung
Anh and the self-portrait by
Duong Thuy Duong. Seen from
here, the guest room has an
impressive forged fireplace
with the portrait Ohne Namen
(in the picture series One

Day drawn in 2007 by Duong
Thuy Duong.) On the right is
the colorful Entertainment by
Nguyen Van Ho, and on the left
is Not Memory No. 3 (created
in 2010 by Ha Manh Thang)
standing over the silvery

lacquer commode placed 5. Biic To the top (Pham
between two chairs, covered Huy Thong) va bo Jesus (Ha
with grayish orange Indian Manh Thdng).
brocade 6. Buic tu hoa Will Go cia
' Duong Thity Duong

The set of large-size 5. The painting To the top
paintings Das Spiel mit der (Companions) by Pham Huy
Puppe (Play with the Doll) Thong and the picture series

pp . y ’ Jesus by Ha Manh Thang.
created in 2006 by Duong 6. The self-portrait Will go
Thuy Duong, occupies the by Duong Thuy Duong.

wall at the corner of the room.
Through the window in front
isa chess table flanked by
two paintings by Hoang Hong
Cam and the Day Dien (Electric
wire) by Nguyen Ngoc Dan,
which finds itself in a space
with two palm chairs (designed
by Raseel Gujral), positioned
by a round lacquer table. Near
the stove is Saigon Landscape
No. 3 (created in 2010 by Ha
Manh Thang), occupying the »
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day mau séc, gan cua s trudc, vai 2 buc tranh Alone, Lonely at
night cia Hoang Hong Cdm va Ddy dién ctia Nguyén Ngoc Dén.

Chiém tron buc tuong dai ké bép la bic Saigon Landscape
$d' 3 (Ha Manh Thang - 2010). Trong khong gian phong an nau
dam nhiéu furniture 16n, ¢6 thé thdy buc chan dung Marie-
Therese ctia hoa si Hoang Hong C4m tuy nho bé so vdi buc To
the top (nam 2011) cua Pham Huy Thong nhung lai 1a mot ky
niém thu vi cua ca gia dinh. D6 la lan tim dén nha Cdm nho veé
chan dung cé con gdi. Ho v6 cing ngac nhién vi ngudi hoa si
vua qua doi vao thang 10.2011, trong giong Mahatma Ganghi
nay lai hoan thanh biic vé... ching giéng con géi ho. “Khong c6
chut gi giong nhau gitta Marie Theresa va buic chan dung c6 bé
4o xanh la, cai bang d6 cung mau, nhung ong ta bao do 1a Marie
Theresa khi co bé 16n thém 10 tudi nita. Du sao thi Cdm da
dong y vé, va chung toi rdt thich”.

Moéi thanh vién trong gia dinh déu c6 nhiing buic tranh
riéng. Véi co con gdi Marie Theresa la 2 buc chan dung do Ha
Manh Théang thuc hién, dugc treo trang trong ¢ 16i lén ciu
thang tur sanh don va khu vuc thu vién tang 1. Peter cting c6
buc chan dung cia minh dat tai géc lam viéc trong phong ngu.
Riéng Erika, “tranh riéng” ciia ba con la nhiing xép dat nghé
thuat duong dai. Tac phdm xép ddt ma ba hay nhac dén gan
day nhét 1a Sitting on nothing cta hoa si Bui Cong Khanh -
mon qua sinh nhat ma chang Born tdng vao ndm ngodi.

Moi lan dén choi nha Born la thém mot khodng thoi gian
thu vi. Thu vi bdi nhiing thay ddi bt ngo, thi vi bgi nhiing cau
chuyén day ma luc ma ho khang dinh 14 mot phan cia cude
séng cing nhu linh hon ngoi nha. “Chung toi nghi minh hiéu
ve Viet Nam nhiéu hon méi ngay qua “d6i mat” cua cdc hoa si
Viét Nam”.

Sau Gidng sinh nam nay, ca gia dinh sé roi Viet Nam dén
nhan nhiém s tai New Dehli, An Do. Chac chin ho sé tiép tuc
mai mé gop nhat trén méi con duong minh di qua, lam day
ap thém bo suu tap xinh dep cd nhan, hoan thanh udc mo lap
mot gallery nghé thuat tu nhan. Di nhién, gia tri cua gallery d6
khong thé thiéu s6 luong 16n céc tac phdm nghé thuat duong
dai Viet Nam ma ho da day cong suu tam. «
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Chan dung co con gai Marie Therese va chii cho Vicky vé bdi Ha Manh
Thdng, bic Lady (Hoang Hong Cdm) va Super Conducter VII (Nguyén
Thé Son)

The self-portrait of Erika Born's daughter Marie Therese with the dog
named Vicky created by Ha Manh Thang, the painting Lady by Hoang
Hong Cam and Super Conducter VIl by Nguyen The Son

wall with a brown lacquer
table. In the dark brown
dining room, Marie-Therese
by Hoang Hong Cam looks
small compared with Dong
Bao (Companions) by Pham
Huy Thong (created in 2011).
The couple actually visited
Cam to ask him to draw a
picture of their daughter, and
they were surprised that the
elderly painter (who passed
away in October 2011) drew a
picture that looked different
from their daughter. “There is
no similarity between Marie
Therese and the portrait,

but Cam said it was Marie
Therese ten years later,” says
Erika. “We like it very much.”

Each family member has
their own paintings. Marie
Therese has two portraits by
Ha Manh Thang, which hang
on the way to the staircase
from the pavilion and the
library area on the first
floor. Peter has his portrait
placed at his workplace in
the bedroom. Erika has both
paintings and modern art
installations in her name. The
installation work she talks
about most often is Sitting on
Nothing by painter Bui Cong
Khanh, a birthday gift from
her husband last year.

Every new visit to the
couple’s house will bring
guests surprises because
of the unexpected changes
and magical stories that are
part of the life and soul of
the house.

“We think we understand
Vietnam more after each
day seen through the eyes
of Vietnamese painters,”
said Erika.e



